
 

 

 

OLEAN PUBLIC LIBRARY 

2023 Annual Report to the Community 
 

2023 was a busy year at the Olean Public Library. We saw visits steadily increase over the year, 

and Library programs saw record demand! The Library’s space challenges continued to 

demonstrate a need for creative solutions. In some cases, programs were offered more than once 

to allow more people to attend; in other cases, we had to limit attendance due to space and 

budgetary limitations. The Board is committed to developing a solution to better serve the 

community, and it is their hope to move forward with a plan in the next couple of years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Over 300 people attended a children’s Easter program 
in April 2023! 

Due to popular demand, 2 pumpkin carving programs with Eric 
Jones were offered in October. The nice weather allowed us to 
offer the programs outdoors.  

 

An enthusiastic crowd came to hear Daniel Klaes, 
owner of the infamous Hinsdale House, speak on the 
history and happenings at one of our region’s best-
known haunted houses.   

The Friends of the Library “FeBREWary” fundraiser 
returned to the Library after a 2 year hiatus due to COVID. 
[photo credit: Olean Times Herald, 2/03/24] 



Teens continued to show up in force in 2023, using the Teen Room after school, attending a 

large variety of program offerings, and volunteering for the Library’s Teen Advisory Board!  

 
Skylar Surra of Riot Games delivered a talk 

to teens about careers in the gaming 

 industry.   

As always, children had loads of opportunities for learning and fun, including reading to therapy 

dogs and Percy the miniature horse, attending holiday programs, participating in arts and crafts, 

and the Promising Young Writers’ Club.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adults enjoyed plenty of opportunities to learn, create, and have fun too! 

 

 

Teen Hide and Seek, after hours at the 
Library! 

Teen Room.  

Over 5,000 questions were answered 
at the Information Desk in 2023! 

An Andorian came to speak 
at the Library’s first-ever Star 
Trek Day! 

A full craft class (making hand-made home address signs).  



 



 



 


